
 2026 Oral Component Scenario 

Non-Point Source Pollution: It begins at home! 

 

The Scenario: 

Pennsylvania’s rivers, lakes, and streams—from Lake Erie to the Ohio, 

Susquehanna, Delaware, Potomac, and Genesee watersheds—provide essential benefits 

such as recreation, wildlife habitat, navigation, and public drinking water. These waters 

are historically significant and vital to our future, yet pollution continues to threaten 

water quality and public health. 

While the Clean Water Act regulates point source pollution, Non‑Point Source 

(NPS) pollution—often from urban runoff, agriculture, and everyday land use—requires 

local, voluntary action. Pennsylvania’s Conservation Districts help address NPS pollution 

through education and technical support in areas like agricultural conservation, erosion 

and sediment control, dirt and gravel road maintenance, and watershed restoration. 

This work depends on strong partnerships with farmers, municipalities, landowners, 

contractors, students, and community groups. 

Reducing NPS pollution begins with individual choices and grows stronger 

through community collaboration—change begins at home! 

The Presentation: 

Elected officials in your county are interested in inviting several large-scale 

developers from various industries into the county to create projects and 

increase economic growth. Though the public is supportive of some of these 

initiatives, there is growing concern about the potential impacts to the local 

water resources. Your Envirothon team, serving as staff at your county 

conservation district, is tasked with educating and engaging the elected officials 

and citizens about local nonpoint source (NPS) pollution.  

Identify the top 3 NPS pollution problems in your respective county, formulate a 

comprehensive plan to tackle these problems, and explain how the various 

government agencies and the community can work together to combat NPS 

pollution.  

*Please remember not to give away your identity.  Teams should use real local issues, 

scenarios, and research to form your presentation, but be creative and use fictitious 

names for counties, watersheds, towns, industries, etc. 



 

Develop a 20 minute presentation that addresses the following tasks:  

I. Task 1: Understand the issue- Define non-point source (NPS) pollution.  

What are the various types of NPS pollution, contributing sources, and 

potential impacts to water quality?   

II. Task 2: NPS Pollution in a Growing World- How has a growing 

population, urban expansion, and agricultural intensification contributed 

to an increase of NPS  pollution?  Compare different land use types and 

common practices in daily life and how they contribute to NPS pollution. 

III. Task 3: Identify Local Issues- In your local community, identify the top 

three sources of NPS pollution. What tools and techniques are utilized to 

identify and assess these NPS pollution problems? What challenges might 

come with managing NPS pollution compared to point source pollution? 

IV. Task 4: Propose Solutions- What best management practices (BMPs) can 

be utilized to address and reduce the NPS pollution in your area?  

Compare different BMPs and identify which ones might be the most 

effective. Are there any BMPs that are currently installed in your county 

and how effective are they?  

V.  Task 5: Working Together- How do federal, state, and local agencies 

assist with managing NPS pollution? What policies, regulations, and 

programs exist to address NPS pollution? Describe voluntary ways that 

your community can work together to address NPS pollution and explain 

how community-based efforts can be effective. What personal action do 

you plan to take to help reduce NPS pollution in your local watershed? 

References: 
Be sure to incorporate/cite at least three (3) spoken, relevant, and reputable references as you 
present, such as a formal publication or information provided in the 2026 Current Issue 
Resources.  
 
Examples of references:  
1. “According to ______’s publication entitled ___________, [fact that supports scenario].”  
2. “Research from [organization/agency/etc.] outlined in their article ________, suggests [fact 
that supports scenario].”  
3. “An article entitled ___________, on ____________’s website, says [fact that supports 
scenario].” 
 
Final Notes: 
 
While preparing, teams should feel free to include details of their choosing, not specifically 
referenced in the scenario, to aid the presentation.  



The Pennsylvania Envirothon will not answer any questions regarding the scenario – the team 
must interpret and respond as it sees fit.  
 
Refer to the Oral Component Guide on our website for assistance with creating your video 
and submitting your presentation. There is a maximum of 35 slides allowed in your 
PowerPoint. The video submitted should mimic as closely as possible the team standing in 
front of a panel and presenting it to them in person. The entire team should be present and 
using its developed PowerPoint as a visual aid. The only visual aid acceptable is a PowerPoint 
presentation that the team develops. No video editing, animation, etc., is allowed. The goal 
of the video is to be a single take of the team using its PowerPoint as a visual aid and 
presenting its information addressing the points of the scenario to the panel of judges. You 
do not need to use your first take, just one continuous take. The team will lose points if it 
edits its video and may be subject to disqualification. Note cards or cue cards are acceptable 
for use, however students will be judged on their delivery and style. Please read the full Oral 
Component Rules on our website. 
 
 
 


