
Red-eared Slider
(Trachemys scripta elegans) 
PA Status: Invasive Species 

General Characteristics.. Red-eared sliders are non-native to Pennsylvania. 
They are included in this book because they have gained a foothold in 
Pennsylvania waters and wetlands and are seen with increasing frequency. 
Red-eared sliders from Pennsylvania have been recorded with shell lengths of 
up to 10 inches. This species is native to the southcentral and southeast-ern 
United States. However, for decades these turtles have been sold in pet stores 
in Pennsylvania and other states outside of its natural range. People have 
illegally released their pet turtles into the wild in Pennsylvania, thereby 
creating self-sustaining populations. This is ecologically undesirable because 
these turtles compete with native species for food, basking areas and nesting 
areas. 

Identification. Red-eared sliders could be confused with map turtles, 
red-bellied turtles and even painted turtles because they exhibit some 
characteristics common to each of these species. However, only the red-
eared slider contains, as its name suggests, a bright-red patch or stripe 
immediately posterior to the eye on the side of its head. 

Range. New information comes in each year regarding the distribution of 
red-eared sliders in Pennsylvania. They are well-established in many waters of 
the Delaware River drainage, around some of the larger cities in the state and 
in several isolated locations. Their clustered distribution in areas around cities 
is directly related to the release of former pets into neighboring parks, lakes 
and rivers. 

Habitat. This turtle prefers areas that offer slow-moving water, soft, muddy 
bottoms and an abundance of aquatic vegetation. These habitats can be 
found in large rivers, canals, ponds and lakes. Basking sites are important for 
proper thermoregulation and may cause sliders to congregate. 

Reproduction. Depending on the growth rates of an individual, the age of first 
reproduction can range from two to eight years, with age three to four a 
typical average. Little is known about the specifics of reproduction in 
Pennsylvania populations, but elsewhere, egg laying occurs during May, 
June or July with clutch sizes averaging from six to 10 eggs. Incubation 
time is from two to three months and depends on environmental 
temperatures. The young may leave the nest or overwinter until the 
following spring. 

Food Red-eared sliders primarily consume aquatic plants, but like many 
turtle species, they feed opportunistically on animal matter, live or dead. 
Aquatic invertebrates, fish, tadpoles or plants such as pondweed or coontail 
may be on the menu on any given day. 
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