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Water Flows T hrou g h Pennsylvania
Water is all around you. It is in the ground
under your feet. It flows by you in creeks.
Water is in the sky, inside of trees and
coming out of a garden hose.
When it rains, water on the ground travels
to the ocean. The water stays within separate
regions of land as it flows. Each region of
land carries the water to new bodies of water,
called watersheds. They can also be called
drainage basins.

The invisible line that divides one
watershed from the next is called a watershed
divide. Rain that falls on one side of the
watershed divide will drain into a stream in
one watershed. Rain falling on the other side
will drain into a different watershed.
A river basin is a land area that is made up
of many watersheds that are drained by a
river. There are 6 river basins in Pennsylvania.
We call them the major watersheds.

Pennsylvania’s Biggest Watershed
In the middle of Pennsylvania, there is a
wide river. The state capital of Harrisburg
sits on this river. Do you know the name of
this river? It is the Susquehanna River.
The land around the
Susquehanna River makes up the
Susquehanna Watershed. This
major watershed begins in New
York. It runs through the
center of Pennsylvania and
ends up in Maryland.
Of the six major watersheds
in Pennsylvania, there are
three large ones and three
smaller ones. The Susquehanna
Watershed is the biggest
watershed in Pennsylvania.
To find out the size of each major
watershed, look at the “Pennsylvania
Water Resources” box below.
The Pennsylvania Fish & Boat
Commission (PFBC) was formed in
1866 to help protect the fish in

the Susquehanna River. Today, PFBC
protects and conserves aquatic species
throughout Pennsylvania.

The Water in the City of Pittsburgh
In western Pennsylvania, there are two
rivers that flow into Pittsburgh and one
river that flows out. Do you know the names
of these three rivers? The Allegheny and
Monongahela rivers flow into the city. The
Ohio River flows out.
The land around these rivers makes up
the Ohio Watershed. The Ohio Watershed
leads water through the western part of
Pennsylvania. It is the second largest
major watershed in Pennsylvania. It
carries water to the Mississippi River.
Then, it travels to the Gulf of Mexico,
where the Gulf Stream carries it to the
Atlantic Ocean.
When you visit Pittsburgh, travel
over the many bridges, and you will
see the rivers. You may also see
some commercial boats.
Many cities are built on big
rivers, because rivers are a great
resource. Rivers provide water,
food and transportation.

Point State Park, Allegheny County

Pennsylvania’s
Eastern Border is a River

Pennsylvania’s third largest major watershed
has the same name as the river that is our
eastern border. The city of Philadelphia sits
on this river. Do you know its name? It is the
Delaware River.
This river is also used for a lot of commercial
ships. Visit the Philadelphia waterfront, and
you may see big ships and tug boats.
The Delaware Watershed is called a
tidal basin, due to tidal flows from the
Atlantic Ocean. But, not all parts of the
watershed are influenced by the tide.
Pennsylvania shares the Delaware River
with four other nearby states—Delaware,
Maryland, New Jersey and New York.
The river is home to many fish including
migratory fish that swim up from the ocean.
We must all do our best to keep rivers clean
and protected.

Delaware River, Philadelphia

Most Famous of t he Three
Smaller Watersheds
The State of Maryland has a big river
called the Potomac River. Do you
know where this river goes? It goes to
Washington, D.C., our nation’s capital.
Pennsylvania has a small part of the
Potomac Watershed. It is in the lower
southcentral part of Pennsylvania. Water

that will one day

flow through Washington, D.C., starts its
journey here.

The Two Smallest Major Watersheds
in Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania borders a
York state. It then flows into
big lake in the northwest
Lake Ontario and ends up in the
part of the state. It is one
Atlantic Ocean.
of the Great Lakes. Do you
know this lake’s name? It is
Lake Erie.
The city of Erie sits
along this lake and is in
the Erie Watershed. The water from this
major watershed flows from Lake Erie
over Niagara Falls. Then, it goes down
the Saint Lawrence River and out to the
Atlantic Ocean.
The last major watershed in Pennsylvania
just touches the northcentral part of
the state. It is the start of the Genesee
River. Can you guess its name? It is the
Genesee Watershed.
This watershed is in the northern part
of Potter County, and water starts its trip
in Pennsylvania and flows up into New
Presque Isle Bay, Erie County

Keep Your Water
Polluting our watersheds will eventually
pollute the water somewhere else. If we
keep our water clean, it will help our
friends downstream.
What are easy ways to help keep
watersheds clean?

sheds Clean

• Clean up, and do not leave trash behind.
• Reduce, reuse and recycle plastic,
metal and paper.
• Do not flush chemicals and medicines
down the drain.
Healthy water=healthy fish=healthy people.

Clean Watersheds! Clean Water!
Lake
Pleasant

Elk C

Flowing waters
from New York

Erie

r

ee
k

Allegheny Reservoir

3

Bradford

Genesee River

DRILLING
SITE

1
ek

SAW
MILL

PROTECTED
WETLANDS

Scranton

Frenc
h

L ac

Cr

e

Brook Trout

k aw
ax
en

Ri

v

en
y

e

Pymatuning
Reservoir

h
leg

a

er
R iv
h

Growing Greener
Passive Water
Treatment

RIPARIAN
FOREST ZONE

u
Susq est
W

FOREST CORRIDOR

Growing Greener
Urban Runoff
Control

6

Secondary
Treatment

State College

na
squehan
Su st Branch
Ea

4

Shenango Lake
Lake Arthur

R i ve r
Lake
Wallenpaupack

Abandoned
Mine
Drainage

eh
B r an n
an
c

Al

r

Aeration Tank

v er
Ri

Primary
Sedimentation
Tank

Chlorine
Tank

Le

2

h i gh

Waste Water
Treatment
Plant

Ri
v
er

O h io R

iver
R

FERTILIZE

r

R iver

Manure
Containment
Tank

GREENBELT

er

iv

ny

hiog h e
Youg

aR

ve

eha

nn

5

CONSTRUCTION
SITE

u

Flow north

Lancaster
GAS
STATION

Youghiogheny
Lake

Philadephia

Koon Lake

LANDFILL
SITE

Portable Catch
Fence Methane Gas

Gordon Lake

Riparian
Plantings

Top Soil
Final Cover

Private Well
Daily Cover

Sand and Gravel Aquifer
Leachate
Liner

Delaware
Estuary,
To the
Atlantic
Ocean

Underground
Storage Tank

Zone of Aeration
Water Table

Cells of
Compacted Waste
To Treatment Plant

huy
lki
ll R
i ve r

sq
Su

i
la R
he

Reading

r
ve

Harrisburg

Raystown Lake

Johnstown

Ri

Sc

Underground
Storm Pipe

Sedimentation
Fence

onga
Mon

RCSOB

re
wa

Pittsburgh

LEACHATE
TREATMENT
PLANT

water drop courtesy of
Lehigh Valley Water Supplies, Inc.

v er
ta Ri
nia
Ju

Oil

Dela

To the
Mississippi
River

To the
Chesapeake Bay

Creviced Limestone Aquifer

Printed on Recycled Paper

Let's Review!
Now is the chance to show what you
know about watersheds. Have your family

and friends do the following activities
with you.

Six Major Watersheds of Pennsylvania
Look through this issue of PLAY to find
the names of the six major watersheds
that are in Pennsylvania. Write the name

of the major watershed next to the
numbers in the red circles on the image
below. Hint: the names are in bold.
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Keep Your Watersheds Clean
On the lines below, list some ways you and your friends and family can help
keep watersheds clean.

To learn which fish species are found in
Pennsylvania’s major watersheds, visit www.
fishandboat.com/Fish/PennsylvaniaFishes/
GalleryPennsylvaniaFishes/Pages/
PASpeciesWatershed.aspx.
To learn more about PFBC, visit
www.fishandboat.com. Visit PFBC on social
media at www.fishandboat.com/socialmedia.
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