
Spotted 
Turtle 
Clemmys guttata 

General characteristics  This spotted turtle is small with an upper shell length 
of only three to slightly more than four inches. It likes to bask in clumps of 
grasses, especially during the cooler spring months, and is more often seen 
during the spring than any other time of the year. 

Identification. The carapace of this small turtle is black and without keels 
on the scales. Its upper shell is sprinkled with round yellow spots that vary 
greatly in number from one specimen to another. The head, neck and legs 
are marked with yellow or orange spots. Its black head has an orange spot over 
the eyes. The lower shell, or plastron, is creamy yellow and bordered with 
large black blotches. The female has orange eyes and a yellow chin. The 
male has brown eyes and a tan chin. The male also has a long, thick tail. 

Range. The spotted turtle resides in states 
along the Atlantic Coast from Georgia 
northward to southern Maine. Beginning at 
Maryland, its range swings to the west 
extending into eastern Illinois. In 
Pennsylvania, the spotted turtle is found 
east and west of the Allegheny Mountains, 
its range encompassing per-haps two-thirds 
of the state. 

Habitat. Marshy meadows, bogs, wet woodlands and similar moist areas 
attract the spotted turtle. It likes shallow, often spring-fed mud-bottomed 
streams. It spends winters hibernating in the mud or debris accumulated along 
the stream bottom, or if it can locate one, takes up residence in an abandoned 
muskrat hole cut into the stream bank. 

Reproduction. Mating occurs in March to May. The spotted turtle chooses a 
sunny area on land in which to dig a flask-shaped nest that receives three to 
five eggs in June or a bit later. The eggs are white and elliptical and hatch in 
late August to September. 

Food. The spotted turtle is primarily carnivorous. It occasionally eats 
plants, but it prefers a variety of animal life, including insects, worms, larvae, 
mollusks and tadpoles. 
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