2008 Pennsylvania Envirothon 

Oral Component

Information Teams Should Know

All teams are expected to participate in the Oral Component; it is a mandatory part of the Pennsylvania State Envirothon competition.  
Each team will have up to 12 minutes for their Oral Component Presentation and an eight (8) minute question/answer period before a panel of five to seven judges.  The scenario will be posted on the Pennsylvania Envirothon website (www.envirothonpa.org) on Monday, May 12, one week prior to the event.   Posting the scenario provides teams an opportunity to better prepare for their oral presentation.  Teams can utilize existing resources and research new information.  Teams may also receive limited guidance from their advisors; advisors are asked to NOT prepare the presentation for their team.

Before their scheduled presentation time, teams are allotted one hour to prepare any visuals that they wish to use during their presentation.  A schedule is included for your reference.  The Pennsylvania Envirothon provides teams with the materials they are permitted to use.  No other materials are allowed.  This list is included in the Oral Competition Rules and Guidelines included with this packet.  Also within this one hour timeframe, teams may practice their presentation before going in front of the judges.  
The presentation usually consists of how the team’s proposed idea will positively and/or negatively impact the land, water, air, wildlife, forests, and people of the area.  Although a few resource materials are provided, the majority of the team’s proposal is based on the resources they’ve been studying throughout the year.
The Board has received many positive comments from advisors and students about the Oral Component.  Although all teams are nervous and a bit fearful of public speaking, it is a team effort and a needed skill in any occupation.  The Oral Component provides students an opportunity to think on their feet as well as organize and implement their Envirothon learning from all five stations, into a concise, professional presentation.  We look forward to seeing all the counties participate in the Oral Component and present a convincing presentation on recreational impacts on the natural environment.  
An Oral Component handout on preparing and delivering a presentation is included to assist teams in organizing their presentation.  
When participating in the Oral Component, teams are asked to NOT wear attire (hats, shirts, shorts, etc.) that may indicate or include their county name or school name.  Anonymity is important when the students are presenting before a panel of judges; this helps to keep a level playing field for all teams
Included with this packet:
1. Oral Component Rules and Regulations
2. 2008 Oral Component Rotation – Please contact the Pennsylvania Envirothon office if you are unable to make your county’s scheduled time.
3. Preparing and Oral Presentation/Delivering and Oral Presentation
